
 

 

THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS ANNOUNCES EILEEN COOPER RA AS THE  

CO-ORDINATOR FOR THE SUMMER EXHIBITION 2017 

 

Summer Exhibition 2017 

Main Galleries 

13 June – 20 August 2017 

 

 

 

The Royal Academy’s 249th Summer Exhibition will be co-ordinated by Eileen Cooper RA.  The 

hanging committee will consist of Royal Academicians Ann Christopher, Gus Cummins, Bill Jacklin, 

Fiona Rae, Rebecca Salter and Yinka Shonibare. This year, the Architecture Gallery will be curated by 

Farshid Moussavi RA. The Summer Exhibition is the world’s largest open submission exhibition 

providing a platform for emerging and established artists to showcase their works to an international 

audience. 

 

Eileen Cooper is a painter and printmaker known for her instantly recognisable style, sometimes 

described as “magical realism”. Cooper studied at Goldsmiths College from 1971-1974 and was 

taught by fellow Royal Academicians Michael Craig Martin and the late Albert Irvin. She went on to 

study at the Royal College of Art and by the 1980s was exhibiting widely. She became a Royal 

Academician in 2000 and was elected as the Keeper of the Royal Academy in 2010, the first woman in 

this role since the RA began in 1768.  

 

This year the Royal Academy received 12,000 entries from both UK and International artists, from 

which the committee will make a selection to hang in the Main Galleries in Burlington House.  Around 

1200 works, in a range of media, will go on display, the majority of which will be for sale offering 

visitors an opportunity to purchase original artwork by high profile and up-and-coming artists. 

 

One of the founding principles of the Royal Academy of Arts was to 'mount an annual exhibition open 

to all artists of distinguished merit' to finance the training of young artists in the Royal Academy 

Schools. The Summer Exhibition has been held every year without interruption since 1769 and 

continues to play a significant part in raising funds to finance the current students of the RA Schools. 

The RA Schools is the longest established art school in the UK and offers the only free three-year 

postgraduate programme in Europe.    

 



Eileen Cooper, co-ordinator of the Summer Exhibition 2017 said: ‘As Keeper of the Royal Academy I 

am committed to the Summer Exhibition, given its support of the RA Schools students over the past 

249 years. I have submitted work to the Summer Exhibition since I was an art student and 

subsequently many times as an Academician. I am delighted to be the co-ordinator this year and to be 

working with such an exciting committee.’ 

 

The Royal Academy of Arts Charles Wollaston Award and other Prizes 

Over £50,000 is offered in awards and prizes for every category of work in the Summer Exhibition.  

 

Established in 1978, the Royal Academy of Arts Charles Wollaston Award is, at £25,000, one of the 

largest and most prestigious art prizes in Britain. Previous winners include: David Nash RA (2016), 

Rose Wylie RA (2015), Wolfgang Tillmans RA (2014), El Anatsui Hon RA (2013), Anselm Kiefer Hon 

RA (2012), Alison Wilding RA (2011) and Yinka Shonibare RA (2010).  

 

Sponsor’s Statement 

Abdallah Nauphal, Chief Executive Officer, Insight Investment said: “Insight’s long association with the 

Royal Academy of Arts’ Summer Exhibition has spanned more than a decade and we are honoured to 

play a role in its enduring success. As a public entry competition for artists from all walks of life, it 

helps to inspire innovative new work and provides the opportunity for them to be associated with a 

world-leading institution. We hope everyone who experiences the Summer Exhibition will share our 

enthusiasm for this remarkable event.” 

 

Biographies of the Summer Exhibition 2017 hanging committee: 

Eileen Cooper RA 

Ann Christopher RA 

Gus Cummins RA 

Bill Jacklin RA 

Farshid Moussavi RA 

Fiona Rae RA 

Rebecca Salter RA 

Yinka Shonibare RA 

 

Dates and Opening Hours  

Press View:  Thursday 8 June 2017, 10am – 1pm 

Open to public: Tuesday 13 June – Sunday 20 August 2017 

10am – 6pm daily (last admission 5.30pm)  

Late night opening: Fridays until 10pm (last admission 9.30pm)  

 

Admission 

Admission prices include the List of Works giving details on every exhibit in the show.  

Adult ticket £15.50 (£14 excluding Gift Aid donation); concessions available; under 16s go free.  

Friends of the RA go free. 

 

Tickets  

Tickets are available daily at the RA or by visiting www.royalacademy.org.uk.  

http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/artist/eileen-cooper-ra
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/artist/ann-christopher-ra
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/artist/gus-cummins-ra
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/artist/bill-jacklin-ra
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/artist/farshid-moussavi-ra
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/artist/fiona-rae-ra
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/artist/rebecca-salter-ra
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/artist/yinka-shonibare-ra


Group bookings: Groups of 10+ are asked to book in advance. Telephone 020 7300 8027 or email 

adultgroups@royalacademy.org.uk.   

 

Images  

Publicity images for Summer Exhibition 2017 can be obtained from Picselect, the Press Association’s 

image service for press use.  Please register at www.picselect.com and once registered go to the 

Royal Academy folder in the Arts section of Picselect.    

  

Social Media  

Join the discussion about the exhibition online at:  

Facebook /royalacademy  

Instagram @royalacademyarts  

Twitter @royalacademy  

#RASummer 

  

About the Royal Academy of Arts  

The Royal Academy of Arts was founded by King George III in 1768. It has a unique position in being 

an independent, privately funded institution led by eminent artists and architects whose purpose is to 

be a clear, strong voice for art and artists.  Its public programme promotes the creation, enjoyment 

and appreciation of the visual arts through exhibitions, education and debate.  

  

The RA is undergoing a transformative redevelopment which will be completed in time for its 250th 

anniversary in 2018. Led by the internationally-acclaimed architect Sir David Chipperfield RA and 

supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), the plans will link Burlington House on Piccadilly and 

Burlington Gardens for the first time, uniting and revitalising the two-acre site. The redevelopment will 

also reveal the elements that make the RA unique, sharing with the public the historic treasures in its 

Collection, the work of its Academicians and the RA Schools, alongside its world-class exhibitions 

programme. For more information on the RA visit www.royalacademy.org.uk/ra250#video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For public information, please print 020 7300 8090 or www.royalacademy.org.uk    

Royal Academy of Arts, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BD   

  

For further press information, please contact Johanna Bennett on 020 7300 5615 or 

press.office@royalacademy.org.uk              10.03.17   

mailto:adultgroups@royalacademy.org.uk
http://www.picselect.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/collections-and-research
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/collections-and-research
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/royal-academicians
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/the-ra-schools
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/ra250
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/
mailto:press.office@royalacademy.org.uk

