
In this exhibition, you w
ill see a series 

of portraits that artist D
avid H

ockney 
R

A
 painted of people he knew

: from
 

his siblings to his studio assistant, 
from

 his housekeeper to gallery 
ow

ners and the children of his friends. 
A

t fi rst he just painted a few
 portraits, 

but once he got going he realised he 
w

as m
aking a series, and that he 

could ‘go on forever’. H
e painted 

each person sat on the sam
e chair. 

H
e even used the sam

e size canvas 
every tim

e and a sim
ilar palette of 

blues and greens for the backgrounds. 
D

espite this, each sitter is an 
individual and their personalities 
shine through.

E
xplore the exhibition and have fun 

m
eeting the people H

ockney painted
! 
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H
ockney chose to paint people 

he know
s for this series.    

Find the portrait of H
ockney’s sister, 

M
argaret H

ockney. 

If you had to paint portraits of three people 
you know

, w
ho w

ould you paint? 

W
hy did you choose these people? 

H
o

ckney chose 
to paint friends, 
fam

ily m
em

bers and 
acqu

aintances from
 

the art w
orld

. 
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E
ach person that H

ockney 
painted is w

earing clothes they 
chose to w

ear for the sittings.  

W
hose outfi t do you like best and w

hy?    

If you w
ere having your portrait done 

by D
avid H

ockney, w
hat w

ould you w
ear?  

D
raw

 your outfi t here: 

First, H
o

ckney drew
 

the o
u

tline of the 
fi gure, th

en painted 
th

eir clothing
, th

en 
the b

ackground
. H

e 
constantly looked at 
the sitter, rech

ecking 
every detail. 
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*Clue: where are they looking?

1 S
till-life

Find the one painting 
in the gallery that is 
not a portrait…

   

E
ach p

erso
n cam

e to 
H

o
ckney’s Los A

ng
eles 

stu
dio for seven 

hours a d
ay, three 

d
ays in a row

. 

Th
ey h

ad to sit very 
still, in the sam

e 
p

o
sitio

n, all d
ay. 

O
ne sitter did not 

show
 up

! 

B
ecause H

o
ckney w

as 
all read

y to paint, he 
used the sam

e co
lours 

and canvas and painted 
a still-life of fruit and 
veg

etab
les instead

. 

D
raw

 som
e fruit and vegetables that you can see in the still-life.
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Ask someone you know to sit for you for five minutes 
while you draw their portrait. 
– Think about capturing the things that make them unique.  
– Draw their clothes, and the way they position themselves.

“When I get another person sitting there,  
I always think, where do I end  
and they begin?”   David Hockney 

If you would like to see your portrait on the RA website, please 
hand in your completed Art Detective at the Reception Desk. 
Alternatively, if you would like to work on your picture at home 
and send it to us later, you can post it to: 

Learning Department
Royal Academy of Arts 
Burlington House
London WIJ OBD

Alternatively, tweet a picture of your portrait to @royalacademy 
or share it on Instagram using #ArtDetectives  
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for the RA Learning 
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