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In autumn 2022, the Royal Academy of Arts will host a major exhibition of the work of the 

internationally celebrated South African artist and Honorary Royal Academician, William Kentridge 

(b. 1955). Working closely with the artist and his studio, this ambitious and immersive exhibition has 

been specifically curated for the Royal Academy and will encompass the broad repertoire of 

Kentridge’s forty-year career. It will bring together important works spanning from the 1980s through 

to the present day, including charcoal drawings, animated films, a mechanical theatre, sculptures, 

tapestries and performance pieces. William Kentridge will be the most significant exhibition of the 

artist’s work in the UK to date and promises to reveal an artist at the height of his creative powers.  

 

William Kentridge is known for his distinctive drawings, animated films, performances, and large-

scale productions. While at times his work is semi-autobiographical, he also uses history to highlight 

the inequities, barbarity, and absurdities of the modern world. A particular area of focus is the 

European colonisation of and the ongoing post-colonial legacy across the African continent. The 

issues of racial inequality combined with social, political, and economic injustices are not only 

powerful reminders of how deep scars remain but also act as potent reminders of the substantial 

progress that still needs to be made. In this regard, memory represents a critical component of 

Kentridge’s work. For many years Kentridge has also worked closely with a group of creative 

collaborators including composers, dancers, stage designers, puppeteers, weavers, printmakers, 

and metalsmiths. This broad range of partners reflects the fundamentally inclusive and collaborative 

nature of his work.  

 

A selection of Kentridge’s early, rarely-seen drawings from the 1980s and 1990s will be presented, 

including three triptychs displayed together for the first time and the most significant work from the 

period, The Conservationist’s Ball, 1985 (Rupert Museum, Stellenbosch). Around 25 large charcoal 

drawings, made for the creative process of the eleven animated Drawings for Projection, will also be 

shown. An extensive selection of drawings from the entire series will be displayed together with five 

of the eleven animated charcoal-drawing films made between 1989 – 2020. 

 



 

Several further important films, performances and installations will feature in the exhibition. A key 

installation will be Black Box / Chambre Noire, 2005 (Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humlebaek), 

a mechanical theatre piece including puppets and projections, which interrogates the harrowing story 

of the massacre of the Herero people in Namibia, now considered the first genocide of the twentieth 

century. 

 

Ubu Tells the Truth, 1997, is a sharply critical animated film referencing the play Ubu Roi (1986) by 

French symbolist writer Alfred Jarry, which reveals the brutality of the apartheid system in South 

Africa. Alongside the film, Kentridge will create a large site-specific wall drawing to complement the 

film. Notes Towards a Model Opera, 2015, is a three-screen projection which reflects on modern 

Chinese history and Chairman Mao’s Cultural Revolution. Two of Kentridge’s films will have their 

first UK presentations in the exhibition; the short, animated film, De como não fui ministro d’estado, 

2012 and Sibyl, 2019. The latter is a reinterpretation of the Greek myth of the Cumaean Sibyl who 

prophesises the future of individuals by writing them on oak leaves; but these are blown around by 

the wind, creating complete confusion for those who come to discover their fate. This work will be 

shown in an immersive setting with performance stage props in the space.  

 

Amongst the most recent works, made in 2021 – 2022, will be a sequence of large-scale tapestries, 

created especially for the Royal Academy galleries and made in the Stephens Tapestry Studio in 

Diepsloot, Johannesburg. There will also be a group of large flower drawings, as well as a selection 

of Kentridge’s distinctive tree drawings. Many of these include rubrics, recalling a tradition that dates 

back to medieval manuscripts to emphasise certain words within a text. Conjunctions of words are 

gathered by Kentridge and used in his drawings in an apparently random manner, setting up 

juxtapositions which simultaneously hover on the edge of meaning and elude analysis. 

 

William Kentridge will follow in the RA’s tradition of celebrating its Royal Academicians, continuing a 

strand of programming that has showcased some of the most important living artists including Anish 

Kapoor, Ai Weiwei, Antony Gormley, and the forthcoming exhibition of Marina Abramović. 

 

Biography  

William Kentridge Hon RA (born Johannesburg, South Africa, 1955) is among the most prominent 

contemporary artists today. He works in and across mediums of drawing, writing, film, performance, 

music, theatre and collaborative practices, to create works of art that are grounded in politics, 

science, literature and history, whilst maintaining a space for contradiction and uncertainty.  

 

Kentridge’s work has been seen in museums, galleries and theatres around the world since the 

1990s, including the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the Albertina Museum in Vienna, Musée 

du Louvre in Paris, Louisiana Museum in Copenhagen, the Reina Sofia Museum in Madrid, and the 

Kunstmuseum in Basel. His work can be found in the collections of art museums and institutions 

across the globe. Opera productions include Mozart’s The Magic Flute, Shostakovich’s The Nose, 

and Alban Berg’s operas Lulu and Wozzeck, and have been seen at opera houses including the 

Metropolitan Opera in New York, La Scala in Milan, English National Opera in London, Opera de 

Lyon, Amsterdam Opera, the Sydney Opera House and the Salzburg Festival. 

 

In 2016 Kentridge founded the Centre for the Less Good Idea in Johannesburg: a space for 

responsive thinking and making through experimental, collaborative and cross-disciplinary arts 



practices. The Centre hosts an ongoing programme of workshops, public performances and 

mentorship activities. He is the recipient of honorary doctorates from several universities including 

Yale and the University of London. Prizes include the Kyoto Prize (2010), the Princesa de Asturias 

Award (2017) and the Praemium Imperiale Prize (2019). In 2015 he was elected as an Honorary 

Royal Academician of the Royal Academy of Arts. 

 

Other exhibitions in 2022 

12 November 2022 – 9 April 2023: William Kentridge: In Praise of Shadows, The Broad, Los Angeles 

 

Organisation 

The exhibition is organised by the Royal Academy of Arts, London. It is curated by Dr Adrian Locke, 

Chief Curator, Royal Academy of Arts. 

 

Catalogue 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a catalogue written by Professor Stephen Clingman. 

 

Dates and Opening Hours 

Press View: Tuesday 20 September 2022, 10am – 2pm 

Open to public: Saturday 24 September – Sunday 11 December 2022 

10am – 6pm Tuesday - Sunday (last admission 5.30pm)  

 

Admission 

From £20; Concessions available; under 16s go free (T&Cs apply); Friends of the RA go free.   

 

Tickets  

Advance booking is recommended for everyone, including Friends of the RA. Tickets can be booked 

in advance online: https://roy.ac/kentridge or over the phone: 0207 300 8090. 

 

Images  

Publicity images for William Kentridge can be downloaded via this link. By downloading the images, 

you acknowledge and accept the terms and conditions found within the link. These images can only 

be reproduced to illustrate a review or criticism of a work or report as defined by section 30 (i) and 

(ii) of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  

 

Supporters’ Statements 

 

Goodman Gallery 

Goodman Gallery is an international contemporary art gallery with locations in Johannesburg, Cape 

Town and London. The gallery represents artists who confront entrenched power structures and 

inspire social change. Established in 1966, Goodman Gallery has held a reputation as the pre-

eminent art gallery on the African continent. It has been pivotal in bringing major South African artists 

to the world’s attention and has a global programme, working with artists whose work engages in a 

dialogue with African and post-colonial contexts. 

 

Marian Goodman Gallery 

For over forty years, Marian Goodman Gallery has played an important role in introducing European 

artists to American audiences and helping to establish a vital dialogue among artists and institutions 

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/terms-and-conditions#exhibitions
https://roy.ac/kentridge
https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/t2qc0OIbI1


working internationally. Marian Goodman Gallery was founded in New York City in late 1977. In 

1995, the gallery expanded to include an exhibition space in Paris and, in 2014, an exhibition space 

in London. In 2016, the gallery opened a bookstore and project space in Paris. 

 

Lia Rumma Gallery 

In the Sixties Lia Rumma and her husband Marcello supported cultural events of the most important 

avant-garde in contemporary art. Memorable was the first international exhibition on Arte Povera in 

Amalfi, in 1968. Lia Rumma opened her first gallery in Naples in 1971 with a solo show by Kosuth; 

a second branch was opened in 1999 in Milan, followed by a 1000mq building, opened in 2010. The 

gallery's artistic research has been oriented towards Italian art movements and international trends, 

such as Minimal and Land Art, Conceptual Art, German photography and Italian painting.     

 

Social Media  

Join the discussion about the exhibition online at:  

Facebook /royalacademy  

Instagram @royalacademyarts  

Twitter @royalacademy  

#RAWilliamKentridge 

 

Safety measures 

The health and safety of visitors and staff is paramount. Safety measures for visitors can be found 

on the RA website: royalacademy.org.uk/visiting-and-safety-during-coronavirus. 

 

About the Royal Academy of Arts  

The Royal Academy of Arts was founded by King George III in 1768. It has a unique position in being 

an independent, privately funded institution led by eminent artists and architects whose purpose is 

to be a clear, strong voice for art and artists.  Its public programme promotes the creation, enjoyment 

and appreciation of the visual arts through exhibitions, education and debate.  

  

The Royal Academy is an independent charity. It does not receive revenue funding from the 

government so is reliant upon the support of its visitors, donors, sponsors, patrons and loyal Friends. 

 

For public information, please print: 020 7300 8090 or www.royalacademy.org.uk    

Royal Academy of Arts, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BD   

  

For further press information, please contact Annabel Potter on 020 7300 5615 or 

annabel.potter@royalacademy.org.uk            

28.04.22 
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