
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ROYAL ACADEMY SCHOOLS RECEIVES £10M GIFT TO GUARANTEE ITS FUTURE  

 

The Royal Academy of Arts announced today that the Royal Academy Schools, the postgraduate 

art school at the heart of the Royal Academy, has received a major gift of £10m from Julia and Hans 

Rausing. This generous donation is the most significant gift in the 250-year history of the RA Schools, 

enabling a vital renewal project to ensure the future of the world-renowned institution. In recognition 

of this gift, the RA Schools buildings will be called The Julia and Hans Rausing Campus. Designed 

by Sir David Chipperfield CBE RA, who recently completed the Royal Academy’s transformative 

redevelopment, together with Julian Harrap, the project will preserve the heritage of the RA Schools 

and ensure it remains at the forefront of art education. 

 

Founded in 1769, the RA Schools is the oldest art school in Britain and celebrates its 250th 

anniversary this year. It offers up to 17 artists each year the opportunity to undertake a free, three-

year, postgraduate programme. It remains free thanks to the generosity of its supporters.  

 

The RA Schools’ famous alumni include JMW Turner RA, John Constable RA, Sir John Soane and 

William Blake to twentieth century artists John Hoyland RA, Richard Hamilton, Sir Anthony Caro RA 

and Sandra Blow RA. More recent graduates include Lynette Yiadom-Boakye, Matthew Darbyshire, 

Catherine Story and Eddie Peake.  

 

This restoration and renewal project will ensure the RA Schools continues to provide an exceptional 

contemporary postgraduate art education. The renewal project will begin in 2021. It will create a 

campus with increased space for studios, including a new suite of workshops in Burlington Gardens. 

The historic Sydney Smirke studios, Cast Corridor and Life Room, built in 1870, will be restored to 

maximise space and light.  There will be a new suite of technical workshops to support all 

technologies and a new RA Schools Library. The architecture studio will be renewed and the layout 

improved for access for students and tutors. 

 

Julia and Hans Rausing said: “The RA Schools have produced some of the world’s most famous 

artists since their inception 250 years ago. It was founded to develop the brightest young artists 

based on merit. The RA Schools remain free and independent today and our gift allows for the 

restoration of the fabric of the building and its survival for future generations of artists.” 

 

Christopher Le Brun, President of the Royal Academy of Arts said: “One of the founding purposes 

of the Royal Academy was to provide a school of art to train the next generation of artists. 250 years 

later, the Royal Academy Schools is one of the best in the world. This major gift from Julia and Hans 

Rausing will ensure its success for the next 250 years”. 

 

 



Rebecca Salter RA, Keeper of the Royal Academy, said: “With the opening of Burlington Gardens 

in 2018, the position of the historic RA Schools at the heart of the Academy was revealed to the 

wider public for the first time. With this generous gift from Julia and Hans Rausing we will be able to 

renew and restore our campus so that the RA Schools can continue to attract the most talented 

students who will then go on to contribute in many ways to the artistic life of the UK and beyond. We 

value our history as a foundation of the future.” 

 

Eliza Bonham Carter, Curator and Head of the Royal Academy Schools, said: “The RA Schools 

provides young artists space and time to germinate the art of the future. This remarkable gift gives 

us the opportunity to ensure our studios and workshops are fit for the next 250 years.” 

 

In December 2018, Julia and Hans Rausing gave a major donation of £2.5m, the closing gift to the 

Royal Academy’s recent transformational redevelopment. In acknowledgment of this gift, the new 

public route linking Burlington House to Burlington Gardens was renamed The Julia and Hans 

Rausing Hall. Their total donation is £12.5m.  

 

Julia and Hans Rausing’s most recent gift to the RA Schools marks the start of the RA’s new 

campaign for The Future Academy. The campaign will protect the RA’s independence as an artist-

led Academy, ensuring that the RA continues to evolve and innovate for the next 250 years.   

 

About the Royal Academy Schools 

In 1768 the Royal Academy of Arts was founded to promote ‘the Arts of Design’. A key principle was 

the creation of the Royal Academy Schools in early 1769, a school of art established to set the 

standard for the training and professionalism of the next generation of artists. The RA Schools 

remains free and independent to this day so that places are still given to artists based on merit. The 

RA Schools is led by Rebecca Salter RA, Keeper of the Royal Academy, and Eliza Bonham Carter, 

Curator.  

 

The Julia and Hans Rausing Trust 

The Julia and Hans Rausing Trust is a charitable fund that supports organisations and charities 

across the globe. Since its formation, the Trust has provided over 220 grants totalling more than 

£185 million. The Trust supports a number of initiatives with the primary donations areas being the 

Arts, Children, Culture, Health, Mental Health and Science.  

www.juliahansrausingtrust.org/about-the-trust/ 

 

Campaign for The Future Academy 

The Royal Academy of Arts is run by artists and funded by art lovers. For 250 years, its independence 

has meant it can provide a platform for artists to challenge people to see the world in new ways. The 

campaign for The Future Academy will protect everything the RA stands for as an artist-led Academy 

and will ensure it can continue to evolve and innovate for the next 250 years. The RA supports artists 

in making, exhibiting and debating. The restoration and renewal of the RA Schools marks the start 

of The Future Academy campaign. royalacademy.org.uk/donate 

 

David Chipperfield Architects  

Since its foundation in 1985, David Chipperfield Architects has developed a diverse international 

body of work including cultural, residential, commercial, leisure and civic projects as well as 

http://www.juliahansrausingtrust.org/about-the-trust/


masterplanning exercises. Within the portfolio of museums and galleries, projects range from private 

collections such as the Museo Jumex in Mexico City to public institutions such as the revitalised 

Neues Museum in Berlin. Practices in London, Berlin, Milan and Shanghai, contribute to a wide 

range of projects and typologies. The practices’ work is unified and characterised by meticulous 

attention to the concept and details of every project, and a relentless focus on refining the design 

ideas to arrive at a solution which is architecturally, socially, and intellectually coherent. The 

collaborative aspect of committing architecture is at the heart of every single project from inception 

to completion. David Chipperfield Architects has won more than 100 international awards and 

citations for design excellence, including the RIBA Stirling Prize in 2007 (for the Museum of Modern 

Literature in Marbach, Germany), and the European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture – 

Mies van der Rohe Award, and the Deutscher Architekturpreis in 2011 (both for the Neues Museum). 

 

Social Media  

Join the discussion online at:  

Twitter @royalacademy  

Facebook /RoyalAcademySchools 

Instagram @royalacademyschools 

#RASchools 

 

About the Royal Academy of Arts  

The Royal Academy of Arts was founded by King George III in 1768. It has a unique position in being 

an independent, privately funded institution led by eminent artists and architects whose purpose is 

to be a clear, strong voice for art and artists.  Its public programme promotes the creation, enjoyment 

and appreciation of the visual arts through exhibitions, education and debate.  

 

The Royal Academy launched a new campus as part of the celebrations of its 250 th anniversary year 

in 2018. Following this transformative redevelopment, designed by the internationally-acclaimed 

architect Sir David Chipperfield RA and supported by the National Lottery, the new Royal Academy 

of Arts reveals more of the elements that make the RA unique – sharing with the public historic 

treasures from its Collection, the work of its Royal Academicians and the Royal Academy Schools, 

and its role as a centre for learning and debate about art and architecture – alongside its world-class 

exhibitions programme. Royalacademy.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

For public information, please print: 020 7300 8090 or www.royalacademy.org.uk    

Royal Academy of Arts, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BD   

  

For further press information, please contact Annabel Potter on 020 7300 5615 or 

annabel.potter@royalacademy.org.uk               
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