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In February 2019 acclaimed British artist Phyllida Barlow RA will transform the Royal 

Academy’s Gabrielle Jungels-Winkler Galleries with an exhibition of entirely new work, entitled 

cul-de-sac. The exhibition has been conceived as a sequential installation running across all 

three of the interconnected spaces. There will be changes of pace and emphasis across the 

galleries as Barlow seeks to interrogate and challenge the spaces.  

 

Barlow said, “The galleries form a cul-de-sac – the three spaces are linear in how they proceed 

from the first gallery to the third gallery. Returning from the third gallery back to the first gallery 

is an opportunity to see the works differently. The classical style combined with the great 

height of the first and third galleries suggest a former use very different from what it is now. 

This gives the three spaces an ambiguity, as if emptied out, their past erased, now vacant and 

ready for something very different from what they once were. I like this ambiguity very much.” 

 

Throughout her career Barlow has employed everyday materials such as cardboard, fabric, 

timber, polystyrene, plaster and cement in the creation of her work. By re-contextualising these 

materials, Barlow manipulates and combines them in unexpected ways, often with a finish 

which masks their former material property. Her large-scale sculptures move away from the 

norms of serenity, balance and beauty, favouring instead the creation of a sense of instability, 

obstruction and incongruity. They can often overrun the spaces they inhabit, instead of neatly 

complementing them.  

 

Barlow’s ambition to explore the spaces her work occupies encourages her to stretch the limits 

of mass, volume and height, with her invented, abstract and frequently ‘off-balance’ forms. 

Humour is almost always present in her works due in some part to the appropriation of the 

material from which they are created, as well as striking an emotional charge in their ability to 

change the viewer’s physical relationship with the space. 

 

Colour is of key importance to Barlow’s work and is often the starting point for her creative 

process. cul-de-sac has been informed by Barlow’s encounters with daily life in an urban 

environment and the industrial, bright colours within Barlow’s palette are frequently seen in 

construction sites. The body of work within the exhibition will reveal Barlow’s exploration in the 



reduction of the number of elements in her work, establishing a sense of economy and 

leanness.  

 

Biography 

Phyllida Barlow RA was born in 1944 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England. She studied at the 

Chelsea College of Art (1960 – 1963) and the Slade School of Art (1963 – 1966). She later 

taught at both schools and was until 2009 Professor of Fine Art and Director of Undergraduate 

Studies at the Slade School of Art. Barlow was elected a Royal Academician in the category 

of Sculpture in 2011. 

Following a long and influential career teaching in the Fine Arts, Barlow has come to 

prominence over the past decade with many major international exhibitions. She represented 

Great Britain at the Venice Biennale in 2017.  Other recent solo exhibitions were at the 

Kunsthalle Zurich, Switzerland in 2016; the Nasher Sculpture Center in Dallas, Texas in 2015 

and the Duveen Commission at Tate Britain, London in 2014. 

Notes to Editors 

Organisation  

Phyllida Barlow RA cul-de-sac is curated by Edith Devaney, Contemporary Curator at the 

Royal Academy of Arts in close collaboration with the artist.  

 

Accompanying Publication 

The exhibition is accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue with an introductory essay by 

Alastair Sooke and an interview with Phyllida Barlow by Edith Devaney. 

 

Supported by 

  

 

Dates and Opening Hours  

Press Day   Wednesday 20 February, 10am – 1pm  

Open to public:  Saturday 23 February – Sunday 23 June 2019 

   10am – 6pm daily (last admission 5.30pm)  

Late night opening:  Fridays until 10pm (last admission 9.30pm) 

 

Admission  

Tickets £14 full price (£12 without Gift Aid donation); 50% off with National Art Pass / £6; 

concessions available; children under 16 and Friends of the RA go free.  

 

 

 

 



Tickets 

Tickets are available daily at the RA or visit royalacademy.org.uk. Group bookings: Groups of 

10+ are asked to book in advance. Telephone 020 7300 8027 or email 

groupbookings@royalacademy.org.uk.  

 

Images  

Publicity images for Phyllida Barlow RA cul-de-sac can be obtained from Picselect, the Press 

Association’s image service for press use. Please register at www.picselect.com and once 

registered go to the Royal Academy of Arts folder in the Arts section of Picselect.  

 

Social Media  

Join the discussion online at:  

Facebook /royalacademy  

Instagram @royalacademyarts  

Twitter @royalacademy  

#PhyllidaBarlowRA 

 

About the Royal Academy of Arts  

The Royal Academy of Arts was founded by King George III in 1768. It has a unique position 

in being an independent, privately funded institution led by eminent artists and architects 

whose purpose is to be a clear, strong voice for art and artists.  Its public programme promotes 

the creation, enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts through exhibitions, education and 

debate.  

 

The Royal Academy has launched a new campus as part of the celebrations of its 250th 

anniversary year. Following a transformative redevelopment, designed by the internationally-

acclaimed architect Sir David Chipperfield RA and supported by the National Lottery, the new 

Royal Academy of Arts reveals more of the elements that make the RA unique – sharing with 

the public historic treasures from its Collection, the work of its Royal Academicians and the 

Royal Academy Schools, and its role as a centre for learning and debate about art and 

architecture – alongside its world-class exhibitions programme. Royalacademy.org.uk   

 

For public information, please print 020 7300 8090 or www.royalacademy.org.uk    

Royal Academy of Arts, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BD   

 

For further press information, please contact Alexandra Bradley on 020 7300 5615 or 

Alexandra.Bradley@royalacademy.org.uk   
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